9.4% of pregnant women in Wales are prescribed medicines for asthma. Prescription of asthma medicines in early pregnancy is associated with increased prevalence of congenital anomalies (aOR 1.20, 1.08 -1.34). The literature offers less consensus on more common adverse outcomes: premature delivery (<37 weeks), small for gestational age (<10th growth centile) (SGA), and failure to breastfeed.
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Conclusion
Prescription of asthma medicines is associated with higher prevalence of conditions predisposing to childhood ill-health. While routinely collected data is unable to account for confounding by indication, and the impact of asthma cannot be disentangled from that of its treatment, these findings indicate that prescription of asthma medicines offer a useful marker to target additional support throughout pregnancy and lactation.
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